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 Rich Norko  Bernita Savage 

 Patti Leung  Steven 

 Michelina  David Oxford 
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 Ann & Ed Mongillo Andy Dutkanicz 

 Kathy Angelic  Corey Glynn  

 Stewart Mulford  Brian 

 Eleni   Tasha 

 Robert   Nathan 

 Danielle    Terri  

 Brian Glynn  Sandy 

 Tom   Carol  
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Cady Hart-Petterssen Niki Lindley 

Deb Margolies    
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FROM OUR PASTOR… 
 

Dear Folks, 

What can we say about 
Christmas 2020 and the end of a most challenging year? 

Actually, that’s what the message of Christmas is all about:  
hope in the midst of despair, peace in the center of chaos, joy 
in the interior of loss, and love…ah yes, love over and above 
and through it all.  

Christ did not come into a peaceful, perfect world.  Christ came 
in the middle of the muck and the mire of human existence.  
And he came to remind us that despite it all, God’s love is 
eternal.  The light shines in the gloom.  We are held by a power 
that we can never fully comprehend or even know.  

As we come again to the manger, may we come with hearts 
filled with hope, peace, joy, and love that can keep us 
sustained now and propel us into a new year with an 
expectation of better things to come.  Keep the faith and look 
to the star.  The light does shine!! 

A blessed Christmas and a hope-filled 2021 to you all!   

You are in my prayers and in my heart. 

Peace, 
Rev. Lucille 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

REV. LUCILLE’S PRAYER DAYS 

 Rev. Lucille’s prayer days will be Thursdays, December 10th, 
January 14th, and February 11th. Please let her know if you have 
any joys or concerns you would like her to lift up. 

& VACATION DAYS 

 Rev. Lucille will be on vacation from December 25 through 

January 1.  She will be on call in case of a pastoral emergency.  

The December 27th worship will be livestreamed only. There will 

be no service in the building. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

SERVICES 

4 p.m. – LESSONS & 

CAROLS - LIVE-STREAM  

8:30 p.m. – INFORMAL 

PARKING LOT 

GATHERING  
 

 

Minister 

Rev. Lucille Fritz 

Moderator 

Laura Salvio 

 

Deacon Co-Chairs 

Justine Connery/ 

Gail Scheonnagel 

 

Minister of Music 

James T. Bruni 

 

CE Superintendent 

Jenny McCarthy 

 

Trustee Chairperson 

Ed Zinsky 

 

Women’s Fellowship 

President 

Denise Wilson 

 

Huntington Center 

Nursery School 

Director/Teacher 

Linda Rizzitelli/                           

Lin Gagner 

 

9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship/ 

Sunday School  

 

Office Manager/ 

Belfry Editor 

Karen S. Boroski 

 

 

 



Huntington Center Nursery School   

 

Tell your friends…there are still a 

couple of openings in our 3 yr. old class.                             

To Register, contact our Director, Linda Rizzitelli at 

203-929-7197. 

Deb Oppel, Liaison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Longest Night Live-Stream Service 

Monday, December 21st, 6:30 P.M. 
 

Monday, December 21st is the longest night 

of the year. For many people, dark is symbolic 

of the harsh things of life. And, those harsh 

things become more evident in the light of the 

"shoulds" of Christmas time: we should be happy, we should be 

glad, we should be joyful. Well, sometimes our life is not 

conducive to the shoulds: we have lost a loved one, or a 

relationship, or a job, or whatever. We don't feel happy and 

glad. The Longest Night Service is a time to realize that for some, 

all is not goodness and light. We can acknowledge the darkness, but 

also look to the Nativity for our hope and our Light.  This service 

will be in person and live-streamed on Facebook.  For those who 

would like to attend, please contact the church office at 

hcc@snet.net by Friday, December 18 to reserve your seat. 

The Christmas Fund 

 

As we know, COVID-19 has disrupted 

our lives in countless ways as 

individuals, families, and as a church. 

One of the disruptions is the way that 
we have traditionally handled special 
offering/mission giving throughout our 
church year. 
  
For those of you interested in supporting 
these, here is a list: 
 

 The Christmas Fund 

 One Great Hour of Sharing 

 Strengthen the Church 

 Neighbors in Need 

 Church World Service Blankets 

 Spooner House 

 Emergency Assistance Fund 

 Simply Smiles 

 Bridgeport Rescue Mission 

 BHCare/Umbrella 

 Habitat for Humanity 

  
Please feel free to go to our church website at 
www.huntingtonucc.org and give.  If the offering is not listed, please 
choose General/Miscellaneous and put the designated special fund 
name in the box provided. 
  
You can always write a check and put the fund name in the memo 
and put it in the offering plate or send it to the church. 
  
The needs are still great.  Please be generous! 
 
Thank you for your continued support, faithfulness, and commitment. 
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The Shelton Clergy Association pastors will be recording a 

Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service.  The link will be sent out early 

on Thanksgiving week for folks to watch at their leisure.  Please 

watch Rev. Lucille’s emails for the link.    

 

 

“Under the Tree” 
 
As you may remember, HCCUCC has participated in 
BHcare's  "Under the Tree" Project for many years. This 
year, we will also participate, but, as in just about 
everything in a pandemic, we will do things 
differently.  "Under the Tree" is going virtual.  If you are 
interested in helping out, please visit:  

https://www.bhcare.org/page/29980-Under-the-Tree  
  
There, you will have some options on how you may spread some 
Christmas cheer to those in need.  Please be generous!  

Thank you for your generosity!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping Your Eyes Healthy 

 

As many of us are working from home or doing more online, we are all 

spending many hours of time looking at a computer screen. This has 

led to what is being called “Digital/Computer Eye Strain’ or ‘Computer 

Vision Syndrome’. Common symptoms include:  

• watery or dry eyes  

• headaches  

• some blurred vision  

• a sore neck, shoulders, or back  

• difficulty concentrating  

• increased sensitivity to light  

• and just feeling you can not keep your eyes open  

Sounds scarey, but it isn’t. There are some simple things you can do 

to treat the strain and protect your eyes. Here are some helpful tips: 

• Place the monitor or screen 4-5 inches from your eye 

level 

• Adjust the monitor or screen to be 20-28 inches from 

your eyes (about an arm’s length) 

• Use a document holder 

• Adjust the lighting in the room and avoid glare from 

windows or lights 

• Change how you sit – feet on the floor and no wrist on 

the keyboard 

• Rest eyes every 2 hours for 15 minutes 

• Look away every 20 minutes from the screen for 20 

seconds 

• Blink more – it prevents eyes from drying out 

• Use some artifical tears to help with the dry eyes 

If your eyes are still causing you some discomfort after making these 

adjustments, please make an appointment to see an eye professional for 

an exam. But in the meantime, be kind to your eyes, as they are the 

window to the world and you only have two! 

 

There will be an electronic Congregation Meeting via 
ZOOM for all members of the  

Huntington Congregational Church UCC 
 following worship service on  

Sunday, December 6, 2020 at 10:30am.                            
for the purpose to present the proposed budget for 

the 2021 fiscal year.                                                             
Watch your email for the ZOOM link. 

 

https://www.bhcare.org/page/29980-Under-the-Tree


Farewell Collection for James Bruni 
  

After being with us at HCCUCC for over nine 
years, our Minister of Music, James Bruni, 
will be leaving us at the end of 2020. His last 
Sunday with us will be December 20 and his 
last service will be the Christmas Eve 4 P.M. 
live-stream.  

Since we cannot have a reception due to the pandemic to show our 
appreciation, we are asking people to share their thanks and well-
wishes by giving him a letter, card, and/or gift. If you are planning 
to write him a check, please write it directly to him.  

A basket will be available in the Alcove from November 22 until 
December 13. For those of you not worshiping in the building, 
please send your item to the HCCUCC at 19 Church Street or place 
it in the black interoffice mailbox outside by December 13.  Thank 
you!  

We wish James all the best of God's blessings! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DID YOU KNOW DECEMBER, 2020 

Here are some excerpts from the HCC Newsletter November 1964: 

Harvest Sunday 
November 22nd will be observed as Harvest Sunday.  During the first 
hymn at both services, children 3 years of age and older, will enter the 
sanctuary bringing canned goods, winter vegetables and money for the 
purchase of turkeys.  The Ansonia Salvation army will distribute to the 
needy. 

Every Member Canvass 
Sunday, November, Canvass Sunday, fifty-four men of the church began 
calling on 210 members and friends of the church.  Before leaving the 
church, the Canvassers had pledged a total of $9,100.  There is a 
balance of 40 calls to be made by Thursday November 12, at which time 
the final results of the canvass will be announced by Donald Eilertson, 
Chairman of the Every Member Canvass Committee.  Gratitude to all 
members for their efforts on behalf of our church. 

Proposed Budget 
A proposed budget of $28,542 for current expenses and benevolences 
for 1965 was voted at a business meeting of the HCC on Monday 

October 19. Increases were voted for Pastoral Ministry, Christian Ed and 
church property maintenance.  This is subject to approval at the January 
annual meeting.  Circle IV of the Women’s Fellowship, led by Mrs. 
Donald Monsanto, served refreshments. 

Social Action Committee 
For the past six months the Social Action Committee has been studying 
the Shelton School System with special emphasis on the high school 
level.  At one of the meetings Atty. Martin Wolf, present Board of 
Education Chairman spoke and answered firsthand the many questions 
of the members.  In November Shelton will be electing a new Bd of 
Education Chairman and hoping that it may be of help, as we make this 
important decision concerning our town and our children, the Social 
Action Committee asked the candidates to state for our church 
members their qualifications and thoughts on the school system. 

***************** 
HCC has and hopefully always will be a viable part of the community. 

- Submitted by Sue Lindley 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

DECEMBER 2020 

DEACONS:  The indoor services are going well. Thanksgiving week, 

Shelton Clergy will do service online, no in-building service.   

TRUSTEES: Tom Ryder installed solar security lights at the 

Parsonage. AC’s and dehumidifiers are put away. Lighting Service said 

we passed except for the narthex light.  He thanked Soren for replacing 

the broken chandelier switch. Needs to be turned all the way to the left 

to turn off.  Water bill for Reuman House and 16 Ripton Road was 

discussed. Property Manager will take care of it. New water meter at 

Parsonage was installed. Rev. Lucille will call Gary Morrison about 

servicing the furnaces at the Parsonage and Reuman House.   

NURSERY: Nursery School is open – they have gone from 9 to 13 

students. One pulled out since the parent is in healthcare. They hope to 

return.  Following all the rules – they would like to stay open despite 

the town schools being closed. Linda Rizzatelli received a $2000 grant 

for Covid supplies and if they stay open to June, they won’t have to 

repay. 



NOMINATING: Need a Moderator, also one more Trustee.  

Diaconate needs one more member, Nursery School needs one friend.  

Lucille said there is no requirement for friends. Ed Zinsky said he 

would be a Trustee friend. If a Moderator is not found, the Chair of 

Diaconate or Trustees would then become Moderator. Sue will 

continue to search. 

CHRISTIAN ED: May go virtual soon. 

MUSIC: James signed letter from Laura Salvio, Moderator that he’s 

leaving at end of 2020. Laura and Sue Lindley signed as witnesses.  He 

will be paid through the end of the year. 

PROPERTY: The sale of the property is moving along. Final things 

are being sent out so hopefully we can close before Thanksgiving.   

MODERATOR: Budget presentation meeting to be held December 6th 

at 10:30 via Zoom. December 8th will be next Council meeting via 

Zoom – virtual cocktail party. January 12th – Council meeting;                 

January 24th -- Annual Meeting via Zoom. Annual reports are due to 

Karen by January 4th. 

MINISTER: One of the criteria for closing the church was the closing 

of Shelton Schools. Lucille is okay with continuing if no one contracts 

the virus. We must keep the Alcove clear – no gathering. Everyone 

must wear a mask and maintain social distancing.  We pretty much have 

the same people attending in person – we have been having about 20 – 

29 to 30 is full capacity. Rita Boland said during the service the new 

camera is providing closed captioning, but not upon replay. Christmas 

Eve there will be a virtual 4 p.m. service with 5 live readers. At 8:30 

p.m. (weather permitting) there will be a short outdoor service in the 

parking lot with carols and candles with people bringing their own 

candles. Lucille plans to hold a Longest Night Service, 12/21 at 6:30 

p.m. live-streamed and in person with reservations. Deacons will 

decorate sanctuary in 2 parts – November 22nd after church and 

Diaconate will have their meeting on Tuesday November 24th when 

they will finish the decorating. A request for wreaths for the front door 

will have to be made and hopefully Women’s Fellowship can 

coordinate purchasing a few poinsettias for the floor in front of the 

communion table.   

 

Birthday Greetings to the following 

who will celebrate during the month 

of December: 

 

2 Robin Hartel 

2 David Roberts 

5  Allison St. Germain 

   8  Rod Kneen, Jr., Nancy Olson 

 10  Gordon Harris 

 13  Steve Brighindi 

21  Ellen Kozlowski 

24 Jean Vollaro 

 26  Deb Margolies, Pat Tober 

 28  Lupe Maybeck-Nicholas 

 30  Gerry Fassbender 

 

Congratulations to the 

following couples who will 

celebrate wedding 

anniversaries in December:    

25 Faye & Jim Fair 

 18  Connie & John Glenn 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
JANUARY BELFRY ARTICLE DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 16TH  
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SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

  1 2 3 4 5 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm- Trustees-Zoom 

 

 

 

Advent devotions- 7 pm 

Zoom 

 

 

 
 

 

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
9:30am- Worship -  
Livestream 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm- Council- Zoom 

 

 

 

 

Advent devotions- 7 pm 

Zoom 

Rev. Lucille’s Prayer Day 

 

 

SPOONER HOUSE 
CHRISTMAS MEAL 

 

 

 

13   
 

14 15 16 17 18 19 
 

9:30am- Worship -  
Livestream 

 

Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm-Diaconate - Zoom 

 
 
 

Advent devotions- 7 pm 

Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 21 22 23 24    25 OFFICES CLOSED 26 
9:30am- Worship -  
Livestream 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm-Longest Night 
Service-Livestream 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Advent devotions- 7 pm 

Zoom 

Christmas Eve 

4pm – Service                         
Live-stream 

8:30pm - Carols in                      
parking lot 

                 

 

    
 

Rev. Lucille away 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 
9:30am- Worship                               

– Live-stream only- 
Building closed 
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