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…the family
of Daniel Schmitt, husband of
Sue Schmitt, who passed December 12, 2020.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family during this
time of sorrow.

Birthday Greetings to the following who
will celebrate during the month of
January:
2
4
6
10
13
14
15
16
17
23
24
29
30

Karen Boroski
Sara Frolish
Kevin Glynn
Hannah Corcino
Bill Nicholas
Barbara Henderson
Eric Zelanin
Gail Melanson
Andy Keith
Denise Wilson
Rita Boland, Wendy Zelanin, Karen Kellogg
Holly Fassbender, Dan Oliva
Rich Griswold, Sue Lindley

Congratulations to the following couples
who will celebrate wedding anniversaries
in January:
2
3
6
11
15

Jill & Merle Chase
Deb & Bob Margolies
Jean Belyea & Barry Skinner
Linda & Bob Sember
Valerie & Elliot Wilson

FAITH PROMISE/PLEDGE CARDS
If you have not done so, please be sure to return your Faith
Promise (Pledge) Cards to HCCUCC as soon as possible.
Your faithful generosity makes our ministry in the name
of Jesus to our community and our world possible!

FROM OUR PASTOR…
Dear Folks,
After the dumpster fire that
was 2020, we look forward to 2021 with much hope and
expectation for better days ahead.
Often times we look to others to make things better. But,
what can we do as individuals and as a Community of Faith
to make 2021 better? So much is out of our control, but
what is in our control?
What I would suggest is that we all make an effort to
embody the qualities of the Christ Child, whose birth we
celebrate. Those qualities can be partially summed up in the
light of the Advent candles: hope, peace, joy, and love.
May we all be more hopeful, more peaceful, more joyful, and
more loving. By doing so, in our own small ways, we can make
this world a better place.
Oh, and wear your mask, wash your hands, and physically
distance!
In Christ’s love,

Starting December 27, the Sunday Worship
Service will go fully virtual,
live-streamed on FACEBOOK.

In person worship is suspended until
February 21.
The church office will be closed
December 24th – January 4th.

Rev. Lucille
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
REV. LUCILLE’S PRAYER DAYS
Rev. Lucille will be having her prayer days on Thursdays,
January 14th, February 11th, and March 11th. Please let her
know if you have a prayer concern you would like her to lift-up.

Rev. Lucille will be on vacation from December 25
through January 1. She, however, will be available
for pastoral emergencies.

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
DECEMBER 2020

TRUSTEES: 1 Hour Heating will be in on 18th to service parsonage
furnace, the small boiler at church and one in Reuman House. He will also
check thermostat in Reuman House. Soren Ibsen and Ed Z. winterized
Reuman House. Water is turned off. Barry Skinner put in storm windows
in the sanctuary Trustees are in the process of finding a new church
mailbox. Hartford Steam Boiler will be in on the 15th. Barry Skinner fixed
gutter in the Nursery School play area.

DIACONATE: The Christmas Eve service will have 5 readers for 4pm
service and there will be a parking lot service at 8:30pm. Longest Night
service on December 21st at 6:30 will be by reservation. 4pm Christmas
Eve service will be James’ last duty.

CE: Decided to go virtual for December and January and then will reevaluate.

NURSERY: Running classes of 3 and 4-year olds. Linda is working on
finding grants.

The 297th Annual Meeting of the Huntington
Congregational Church, United Church of Christ will be
held on January 24, 2021 via Zoom. Watch your email for
registration. Link will be sent out in early January.
If you are the chairperson of a committee, you are
responsible for a report from your committee to be
included in the Annual Report. Please e-mail your report
to Karen in the office at hcc@snet.net.
The deadline for Committees annual reports are

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: She collected for the homeless bags.

Monday, January 4, 2021

Some bags are completed; Denise and Lynn Ibsen will put them in the
Alcove for pick-up on Sunday.

Your promptness is greatly appreciated.

NOMINATING: 2020 report has been completed and submitted to Rev.
Lucille. Open slots remaining are Moderator and one position on Trustees.
Sue Lindley agreed to go on Diaconate for 2 years.

MINISTER: Boy Scout Troop 101 is going to disband. We have been
approached by a Cub Scout troop to be sponsored. Pack 24 from Booth Hill
School. Lucille suggested we go virtual after Christmas Eve as Covid cases
are rising at least until Ash Wednesday February 17, 2021. We can reevaluate as time goes along. December 20th will be the last service with the
congregation in the church. December 24th for outside service will not
require reservations –hope people will respect social distancing by staying
in their cars. Lucille will be on vacation the week after Christmas, but she
will do something remotely on the 27th but there will not be a bulletin. She
will host a virtual “meeting” at 10:00 a.m. on Christmas day for anyone
who wants to tune in.

THE 297th ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
HUNTINGTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC
WILL BE HELD VIRTUALLY AT 10:30 A.M.
VIA ZOOM ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2021
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING OFFICERS,
ACCEPTING THE 2021 BUDGET.

Women’s Fellowship

DID YOU KNOW?
Just a little potpourri for the holiday season!
In 1976 and again in 1983, when the church was in the search process,
these figures show a robust church congregation for sure. 1976 – George
Carter and Royal Wells, Search Committee co-chairs, stated membership
was 450 and average attendance was 120. Sunday School enrollment
110, attendees averaged 42. In 1983 Robert Carver, Search Committee
chair, stated membership was 512 and average weekly attendance was
160. Sunday School enrollment 119, attendees averaged 92.

* * * * * * * *
Here are a couple of recipes from the Women’s Fellowship archives that
might be fun to try for this holiday season as many of us will be doing
more cooking at home during the holidays!
From Mrs. Elizabeth Fair – Candied Ham Balls
2 cups ground ham (cooked); 1 cup breadcrumbs; 1 egg; ¼ cup milk or
pineapple juice

Women’s Fellowship put out a box asking for donations of items to
put into bags to be given to the homeless, particularly those standing
at places like shopping centers who are asking for help. The response
was, as always, overwhelmingly generous. We were able to assemble
many bags for our congregants to pick up and keep in their cars to be
given out. Our hope is for the bags to reach people throughout our
region, wherever our church members may travel.
We also have our Care Box with a variety of items for any folks who
might need a little pick-me-up or show of kindness. If you know of
anyone who could use one of these please contact me by phone so
we can decide what types of things the recipient might like, and I will
put a gift bag together.
Looking forward to a 2021 with prayers that we can all worship
together and share fellowship in person once again.
Denise Wilson
President

Combine the above and shape into balls and brown in a small amount of
hot fat. Turn into a 1 ½ qt. casserole dish.
Into a saucepan combine: ¼ cup brown sugar; ½ tsp dry mustard; ¼ cup
vinegar; ¼ cup water
Head and pour over the mixture. Bake at 325 degrees for about 45
minutes. An easy appetizer!
From Eva Paige: Ritz Pie
Beat 3 egg whites until stiff. Beat in 1 cup sugar; ½ tsp vanilla; ½ tsp
baking powder. Add 14 Ritz crackers (crumbled by hand, not too fine).
Add 2/3 cup walnut meats. Bake in a well-greased 8” pie plate ½ hour –
at 325 degrees.
Topping: Combine 1 ½ cups heavy whipped cream; ¼ tsp vanilla; 1 tsp
confectionary sugar. Add one cherry on each serving!
Enjoy – have a blessed holiday – here’s to a much happier 2021!!!
~Submitted by Sue Lindley

The HCCUCC Generosity Committee
would like to thank the congregation for
their generosity in supporting all our
mission offerings through 2020. It was an
unprecedented
year,
filled
with
uncertainty, but people continued to
support our HCCUCC and its mission and
outreach to our community and to our world.
In Appreciation,
Holly Fassbender, Linda Harris, Sue Lindley, Bob Margolies,
Eva Washenko, and Rev. Lucille Fritz

HUNTINGTON CENTER NURSERY
SCHOOL
Register now for the 2021/2022 school year
Huntington

Center

Nursery

School

is

accepting

registrations in December for the 2021-2022 school year for
3 & 4 yr. olds. We offer half day and extended day programs
and additionally a before school program. If you are or know
of someone who is interested in this wonderful program
please contact our Director, Linda Rizzitelli at 203-929-7197
for more information. H.C.N.S. is open to the public.

THANK YOU!!
This past year, especially a year with such upheaval and
uncertainty, we offer a very heart-felt THANK YOU to
everyone who has supported Huntington Congregational
Church UCC with their time, talents, and financial
contributions. We look forward to support from all of our
members in the new year ahead. Hope it’s a better one!
Electronic giving is a convenient way to make regular
offerings or if you plan to make an additional gift before
the end of the year. Visit www.huntingtonucc.org or
contact the church office for more information.

Thank you all so much for the gifts, cards, and well
wishes during this Christmas season. I am so grateful
for your generosity and so blessed to be a part of this
loving and caring community of faith! You are in my
prayers and in my heart! –Rev. Lucille

Thank you to all for the Staff Christmas Gift & a
special thank you to those who gave me a personal gift.
Also, a thank you to our Moderator, Laura Salvio
and Rev. Lucille for their patience this past year and to
everyone for their prayers. You are all in my heart.
I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!
Blessings, Karen
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