“THE
BELFRY”

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OF THE
HUNTINGTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR
SUNDAY, MARCH 27, 2022
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING CHURCH SERVICE
VIA IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE
FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ACCEPTING AN OFFER FROM THE
CHRISTIAN COUNSELING AND FAMILY LIFE CENTER
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THE COTTAGE (16 Ripton Road), AND A PORTION OF THE
PARKING LOT.
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…the family of Barbara Grisgraber,
wife of Ed Grisgraber, who passed March 18, 2022.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family during this time
of sorrow.

Dear Folk,
When Easter happens, Spring
will have been upon us for
almost a month, the rebirth of our earth.
How wonderful it will be to see greening grass and
budding trees! And, the flowers, I can smell the
hyacinths already.
Easter is our rebirth, the rebirth of faith, hope, and
joy. This is all fueled by and because of God’s great
love for us all. Not even death could hold it back.
We are still in a pandemic, hopefully a waning one;
we see war happening in the Ukraine, in Yemen and
in other parts of the world; and when we experience
the loss of friends and family, we know that death
is real. Its pain sears through all of us at one time or
another, and multiple times at that. We are mortals
on this earth. But our spirits are eternal, bound up
with our loving, eternal God.
Because of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, we
are reminded that our sins are forgiven, life is
eternal, and love never dies. On that we can depend.
In Christ’s love,
Rev. Lucille
Wednesday Evening Devotions
Wednesday Evening Lenten Devotions will conclude on April 6th .
We will resume Wednesday Evening Devotions on April 27th.

DID YOU KNOW?

April 10 – Palm Sunday

April 14 – 6:30 p.m. – Seder - FH
Tenebrae - 7:45 p.m.
-In building and live streamed

April 15 - Good Friday Service - Noon
-In building and live streamed
Maundy Thursday & Good Friday services will be
available on Facebook and YouTube for later viewing.

Sunrise Service 6:00 a.m. – Jones’ Tree Farm
9:30 a.m. – HCCUCC in building & Live-stream

Picture walking along a pathway lined with very tall trees
and a river running along beside the road and many
teepees were set up. This is what the first white men
probably saw when in 1639 they came upon the Cupheag
Village at the mouth of the Housatonic. In 1643
Cupheag received the name of Stratford, whether from
Stratford in Essex or from the more famous home of
Shakespeare on the Avon, is a matter of dispute. The
Pootatuck Indians owned the land and in 1661 were
permitted to sell to Joseph Judson of Stratford land called
Mohegan Hills, located south of Moose Hill, bounded
“on ye south at ye parting of ye spraynes of ye Far Mill
river called by ye English ye Trapfalls”. The sale was
confirmed the following year by a larger purchase
including the Walnut Tree Hill district, making 5,000
acres in all. Late in 1661 the townsmen purchased all the
remaining land between the Near Mill and Far Mill
rivers. The price was 12 pds worth of trading cloth and
one blanket. In 1662, 26,880 acres extending along the
river to Newtown the purchaser being Henry Tomlison
of Stratford and in 1671, the town of Stratford bought all
the remaining rights of Indians including White Hills for
10 coats, 5 pounds of powder and 20 lbs. of lead. The
Indians remained at Pootatuck, as their Shelton Village
was called until 1682, though abandoning their planting
field in 1653 at the request of the white men.
- Submitted by Sue Lindley

TRUSTEES: Leaking valve will be fixed in the Boiler Room 3/9. Getting
quotes on railings for the Chancel. Working with Ministry and Finance
committee to prioritize what projects are outstanding. Andy was able to
lock in oil for next year at $3.29/gal.
DEACONS: Request had been made for lay readers for a responsive
reading or a 2nd scripture reading. A sign-up sheet will be posted for people
to volunteer. Decided to bring to Council whether or not we would end
mandatory mask wearing. Masks will become optional on 3/20/22.
Discussed who will be recommended for moving to the inactive list. It was
decided the letters will be sent with the Generosity letters in July.
Committee decided to hold off on coffee after worship for now.
CHRISTIAN ED: Jenny, Lucille and Deb. Zinsky met to discuss meeting
in person. They decided they will stay virtual until April 24th and resume
in person the first week in June.
ENDOWMENT: Accounts are down about 11% for the year due to stock
market being down that much.
NURSERY SCHOOL: Deb Oppel will not throw out any books but is
making arrangements to donate them or anyone can take any they would
like.

Our officers were installed in February on
Women’s Sunday, and we have been busy with
plans and activities. Our chicken pot pie soup sale
was a huge success, and we look forward to our
chowder sale with a pick-up date of April 3 (details
will be coming). The corned beef dinner was unable to be in person in
Fellowship Hall as we have done in years past, but that did not stop us.
Meals were preordered and packed for pick-up.
The annual community tag sale is scheduled for June 4 with a rain date
of June 11. As always, participants may either reserve a spot or donate their
treasures to the church table. We are requesting that items are not dropped
off at Reuman House. Details on when and where to do this will be
forthcoming. We will also be looking for baked goods when the time
comes.
Anyone interested in making items for our Pumpkin & Holly Fair are
welcome. If there are men out there who like to craft, we welcome you as
well! We need all kinds of help, whether it is painting, making ornaments,
sewing/crocheting/knitting, or perhaps you have something unique to offer,
including ideas! Please see me or Terri Johnston.
We will be moving our crafting items and other things from Reuman
House to the nursery school rooms under Fellowship Hall after we do some
organizing and “sprucing up.” School kits have been assembled and are in
the process of being packed up so that they can be sent on and distributed
to those in need.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: Corned beef dinner will be take out only.
Tag Sale will be Sat. June 4th. Our two women for SNE Women’s
Connection’s recognized women will be Sue Schmitt and Lynn Ibsen.
Meeting will be April 30th in Farmington.

Thank you, as always, to the many women who have given their time
and talents. We are fortunate to have a strong and organized Women’s
Fellowship here at HCCUCC, and all your efforts are greatly appreciated.

MINISTER: Easter Sunrise service will be held at Jones at 6a.m. Lucille
will preach. Seder will be at 6:30pm and Tenebrae will be at 7:45pm on
Thursday, April 14th. Sign-up for Seder or you can call Linda Sember. Good
Friday service is at noon and will be live-streamed. Easter will have one
service here at 9:30am. We will take a collection for One Great Hour of
Sharing on March 27th.

Peace,
Denise Wilson, WF President

PROPERTY: Soren gave update on property & a lengthy discussion
ensued. Gail Schoennagel moved to take this offer forward to the
congregation. March 27th after worship service was set as the date for the
congregational meeting. It will be held as an in-person meeting.

Community

Sale

Women’s Fellowship will again be holding our annual tag sale on June 4
(rain date June 11). You are welcome to have your own space or donate
items to the church table. Please note that we cannot take items yet, and
they may not be dropped off in Reuman House. As the time gets closer,
there will be information on where and when to do this. Until then, please
consider us as you do any spring clean-out!

EASTER FLOWERS

Birthday Greetings to the following who will celebrate
during the month of April:

Lovely spring flowers will again grace our
sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Please note
below how many of each flower you would
like to order.

5 Kevin Kellogg
17 Theresa Steinfeld
29 Karin Hongo, Bob Liddel,
Samantha Chase

Congratulations to the following couples who will
celebrate wedding anniversaries in April:
6 Barbara & Ed Grisgraber
7 Linda & Dennis Tidrick
24 Lois & Bob Nagy

Rev. Lucille’s Prayer Days are
April 21, May 12, and June 9.

#___ Hyacinth

-- $10.00

#___Tulips

-- $10.00

#___ Lilies

-- $10.00

#___Daffodils -- $10.00

Cash (x) ___Check #_________
TOTAL $
Questions? Judy Tucker 203.906.3540
Orders must be received by Palm Sunday, April 10th.
Your order as well as your payment (checks made payable to Huntington
Congregational Church with “Easter Flower” noted) can be placed in the
offering plate or mailed to:
Huntington Congregational Church, UCC
c/o Judy Tucker
19 Church Street
Shelton, CT 06484
NAME:
IN MEMORY OF:

SEDER MEAL
April 14th @ 6:30 p.m.
A sign-up sheet is posted in the alcove for the April 14th Seder Meal
reservations. Payment is due at the time of sign-up to Linda Sember.

IN HONOR OF:

NOTE: Please check the following box if you do NOT plan to take your
plant after Easter Service.
 I will not be taking my plant after Easter Service; please bring it to a
shut-in.

APRIL 2022
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

SATURDAY

2
7am—Early Risers-FH

3

4

5

6

7

8

7am—Early Risers-FH

9
7am—Early Risers-FH

10am-Quiet Hour-Zoom
7pm-Trustees -Zoom
7pm-Devotions-Zoom

10

11

12

13

15

14

7am—Early Risers-FH

16
7am—Early Risers-FH

10am-Quiet Hour-Zoom
6:30pm-Seder
7:45pm-Tenebrae
In-building &
live-stream

7pm-Council -Zoom

17

18

19

20

21

7am—Early Risers-FH

Rev. Lucille’s prayer day

27

28

Good Friday Service –
Noon

22

23
7am—Early Risers-FH

6am- Jones Tree Farm
9:30 a.m.– Live & livestream on Facebook

24

25

26

7am—Early Risers-FH

9:30am
- Worship/ Child
Jill
Chase-noon-8pm
Care

7pm-Deacon -Zoom
7pm-Devotions-Zoom

29

30
7am—Early Risers-FH

