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HUNTINGTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
19 CHURCH STREET 

SHELTON, CONNECTICUT  06484 

203-929-1223 

website: huntingtonucc.org  email: hcc@snet.net 

The Rev. Lucille L. Fritz, Minister 

Deb DeMusis, Organist 

Jenny McCarthy, CE Superintendent 

             Schari Gilmore, Admin. Assistant 

Birthday Greetings to the following who will celebrate 
during the month of July & August: 

July 1  Olivia Sotolongo 

2  Tom Taylor 

5   Eva Washenko, Kim Pearson                                                                                                

        13   Mary Jane Liddel 

        20   Soren Ibsen 

        21   Barb Parrelli, Katelyn Roberts, Donald Simmonds  

        24   Cheryl Frolish, Trevor Kellogg, Caitlin Boland 

        30   Royal Wells, Riley Pearson 

August   

1 Bill Simics, Brian Huda 

6 Aaron Corcino 

7 Tim Sotolongo 

10   Linda Harris 

13 Frank Keegan 

14 Julie Markarian 

16   Ed Brighindi, John Wilmot 

24   Win Oppel 

29  Kathy DeBaise 

30  Spencer Keith, Renate Sigrist 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the following couples who will 
celebrate wedding anniversaries in July & August:  

July  

  7  Laura & Carl Salvio 

17   Margie & Bob Mingrone 

22   Kirsten & Andy Keith 

25 Laurie & Steve Ronning 

28   Barbara & Kevin Glynn 

August 

31 Barbara & Mario Parrelli 

mailto:hcc@snet.net


   Prayer List 

James Margolies            Terry Mulherin  

The Tucker Family         Marge & Ed        

Suzanne B.                      Sue Lindley 

Julie       Wayne Geher 

Barry Knott   Uta Lang 

Geoff       Gary 

Tom Jensen                     Dick House 

Bernita       Debbie 

Linda S.                           Ellen S.                            

Don & Nancy Simmonds 

Rob                                  Nick, Tom  

Maquel                            Gloria 

Shirley Bleston            Greg D.             

Eddy                                David C.  

Bill, Matt  Bob, Kyle   

 Elsie W.               

                                         
 
Our deepest 

sympathies 
go out to the 

family of Gordon Bauer, 
who passed away on June 
13, 2026. 
 

 
Congratulations to Chelsea 
Ibsen and John Krusinski 
on their wedding on July 4, 
2026! 

 
 

Minister 

Rev. Lucille L. Fritz 

Moderator 

Susan Schmitt 

Treasurer  

Andy Keith 

C E Superintendent  

Jenny McCarthy 

Deacon Co-Chairs 

Terri Johnston 

Justine Connery 

Trustee Chair 

Gerry Fassbender                         

Women’s Fellowship  

Co-Presidents 

Laura Salvio 

Sue Lindley 

Administrative Assistant 

        Schari Gilmore 

9:30 am  

 Sunday Worship/ 

Sunday School 

 



 

 
 
 
 

From Our Pastor…  
Dear Folks, 

    Ah, summer is here! School is 

out! Vacations are calling! It’s a 

great time to reconnect with our friends and family, a 

great time to reconnect with the glory of creation, and 

a great time to reconnect with the Source of Our Being.  

So be sure to take some time to stop, breathe, and 

reflect on the wonder of God’s creation and the miracle 

of God’s love for each person and each thing. 

 We all need time to just stop and be, time to 

recharge our physical as well as our mental and spiritual 

batteries. May we do that intentionally this summer. 

We must, we need this.  If we are depleted, we are not 

as effective in being bringers of Christ’s love and 

service to God’s people.  We cannot be there for our 

family, friends, and our community if we are empty.   

 May this summertime be time of refreshment, 

recreation, and renewal. 

 May you all have a safe and blessed season! 

 

In Christ’s love,  

Rev. Lucille 
 

 

 

 
REV. LUCILLE’S PRAYER DAYS 

Rev. Lucille's prayer days are July 9 & September 10. If you 
have joys and/or concerns, please let her know. 

 



 

 

 

Rev. Lucille will be away on Continuing Education & 

Vacation from July 21 through August 17. For pastoral 

emergencies, the Rev. Todd Shipley (203)435-8873, will be 

covering dates in July, Rev. Eric Gramse (203)540-9910, will 

be covering dates in August.  

While Rev. Lucille is away:  On July 26, our Moderator, Sue 

Schmitt will be preaching, on August 2, the Rev. John 

Livingston will be preaching, on August 9, Dan Oliva will be 

preaching, and August 16 will be a Hymn Sing. 

 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP & CHURCH PICNIC!! 

September 13, 11 A.M. Wear your HCCUCC T-shirt! 
Watch for a sign-up sheet in August!  Please bring 
your own chairs! We will meet in the parking lot near 
the kitchen. If rains or is too hot, we’ll be in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

 

Women’s Fellowship will be collecting backpacks for local 
schools, and items for Church World Service school kits 
during July.  Besides backpacks, we need the following: 3 
subject notebooks, plastic water bottles, colored pencils box 
of 12, 2- pocket folders, 30cm/12” rulers, hand-held pencil 
sharpeners, & pencil pouches.  There will be a box in the 
alcove.  Questions? See Lois Ricker. 

The next Executive Committee meeting will be August 31, 4 
P.M. 

 

Looking Ahead: SEASON OF GENEROSITY 

KICK-OFF OCTOBER 4 WITH A PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST. 

IN-GATHERING SUNDAY OCTOBER 25. 

 
WATCH THE BULLETINS & 

SEPTEMBER BELFY FOR 
MORE INFO! 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING DEVOTIONS 

Wednesday Evening Devotions will resume on September 
16 through October 14 for a six-week series on the many 
names of God.  Devotions are at 7 P.M. on Zoom. Please 
watch the “This Week” email for the link.  Everyone is 
welcome! 



RECOGNITION OF 2026 GRADUATES 

High School 

Lucy McCarthy ~ Shelton High School 
  ~ University of Rhode Island 
    ~ Early Childhood Education 

 Lukas Sotolongo ~ Saint Joseph’s High School 
  ~ University of Connecticut  
    ~ Finance 

College & University 

Trevor Kellogg ~ Virginia Poly Technic Institute 
& State University 

 ~ BS ~ Business Information Technology  
Summa Cum Laude 

 
 
 
 

RECIPIENTS: 

 Lukas Kellogg ~ Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute 

    ~ Aerospace & Mechanical Engineering 

Lucy McCarthy   ~ University of Rhode Island 
    ~ Early Childhood Education 

Lukas Sotolongo ~ University of Connecticut  
    ~ Finance 

CONGRATULATIONS &    

MANY BLESSINGS!!! 

WELCOME! 

On June 28, we will welcome 
our new members Kristen & 
Ken Magner, Diane & John 
Cleri.  We are so blessed to 
have them in our Community 
of Faith! 

 
 
 
*************************************************** 
Congratulations to Nolan Charles Magner who 
will be baptized on July 12!  His parents are 
Kristen and Ken Magner. His god parents are 
Jeffrey Harger and Kristen Stehl.  

*************************************************** 

 
The Valley Food Bank at Spooner House 
July’s focus ketchup/mustard/mayo, 
boxes of "bars" (granola, protein, 
etc), sunscreen. August’s focus is 
snacks for kids, cereal (hot or cold), 
pancake mix/syrup. Summertime is a 
tough time for struggling families since kids won’t be 
getting breakfast and lunch at school, please keep that in 
mind as you do your own shopping. Please use the box in 
the Alcove for donations. The Blessing Box also needs to 
be stocked. Our Spooner House Meal is on the 3rd Tuesday 
of each month. Questions? See Holly or Gerry Fassbender. 



Council Highlights 

JUNE 2026 
 

Jenny McCarthy – CE:  They had their last class on the 31st.  They will 

stick with twice a month – 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. She will 

set up the curriculum for next year.  We will need teachers. 

Terri Johnston – Diaconate:  9/13 there will be an outdoor service and 

the annual church picnic.  Master’s Table paid for all the electrical 

services they required. We have 3 scholarship recipients. 

Denise Melsenti – Generosity:  Neighbors in Need in the Fall.  Season 

of Generosity kicks off on October 4. There will be breakfast in 

conjunction with that.  Soren Ibsen – Capital Campaign results - pledged 

$74,758.80 - collected $73,432.80 

Rev. Lucille – Publicity:  New website to go live in the fall.  Signed up 

with Welcome Wagon for one year. 

Gerry Fassbender – Trustees:  A/C installation at Lucille’s is all done.  

The new Frontier wi-fi is wired in the sanctuary.  Cheaper than Comcast 

and is fiber optic. The quote for repairing the windowsills at the 

Parsonage was $950 – completed today.   

Laura Salvio - Women’s Fellowship:  Tag sale did well - $1300.   

Rev. Lucille: June 28:  Celebrating 10 years as an Open and Affirming 

Congregational, also taking in new members.  

 

 

Summer Concerts on the Green  

Our Vitality Team will once again be handing out free bottled 

water and our Men’s Group will be selling hot dogs each 

Wednesday in summer during the Concert on the Green (Music 

Under the Stars), 7 P.M., July 8 through August 26. Donations 

of water would be greatly appreciated!  Please put water in 

the Fellowship Hall or Reuman House and mark it with COG. 

All are welcome to help!  Thanks!  

 

May 2026 

Average Social Media Views 

Facebook: 166  

YouTube: 21 

 

GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT HCCUCC! 

Please tell people what we are doing. Please invite people 
to our events and to worship on Sundays. Please engage on 
our social media. For Facebook, like and follow our HCCUCC 
page then like, share, and comment on our content. For 
YouTube, subscribe to our page and click the bell for 
notifications then like, share, and comment on our content. 
Please also visit our website. Every invite, every click helps 
get the word out about our church! 
 
 
 

Although summer is here, HCCUCC does not 
shut down.  We still have bills to pay and 
mission outreach to do. It also doesn’t mean 
people aren’t still in need of our thoughts 
and prayers. God never takes a vacation, and 

neither should we take one from God’s presence. Please 
continue to support HCCUCC. For your convenience, there is 
a link on our website for online giving: 
www.huntingtonucc.org. Thank you for your generosity!  
 
 

Deadline for the September Belfry is August 19. 

http://www.huntingtonucc.org/


  JULY 2026 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 2  

 

3  
 

4 

    

 

 

 

  

 

7am—Early Risers-FH 

 

 

5 HOLY 

COMMUNION 

6     7 8 9 10 11 

9:30 am –Worship –  
On-site & Facebook 
live-stream 

https://www.facebook. 
com/HCCUCC/ 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

7 pm-Concert on the 
Green – (Vitality & 
Men’s Group) 

 

Rev. Lucille’s  

Prayer Day 

 

 

 
 
 

7am—Early Risers-FH 

 

12 13 
 

14 
 

15 16 17 18 

9:30 am –Worship –  
On-site & Facebook 
live-stream 

https://www.facebook. 
com/HCCUCC/ 
 

Schari away 

Office Closed 

  

 

7 pm-Concert on the 
Green – (Vitality & 
Men’s Group) 

 

  7am—Early Risers-FH 

 

19  

 
 
 
 

20 21 22 
 

23 24 25 

9:30 am –Worship –  
On-site & Facebook 
live-stream 

https://www.facebook. 
com/HCCUCC/ 
  

 

Spooner  
House Meal 

Rev. Lucille Away 

 

 

7 pm-Concert on the 
Green – (Vitality & 
Men’s Group) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7am—Early Risers-FH 

 

26 
 

27 28 29  

Schari Back 
30 31  

9:30 am –Worship –  
On-site & Facebook 
live-stream 

https://www.facebook. 
com/HCCUCC/ 
 

 

  

 

 

 

7 pm-Concert on the 
Green – (Vitality & 
Men’s Group) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 

  

 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

1 
7 am—Early Risers-FH 

9 am- Yoga (rain) 
 
 2 Holy Communion 

 

3 4 5 6 
 

7 8 
 9:30 am –Worship –  

On-site & Facebook 
live-stream 

https://www.facebook. 
com/HCCUCC/ 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

7 pm-Concert on the 
Green – (Vitality & 
Men’s Group) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Tops 5:30 pm - library 

 
 

 
 
 

 

7 am—Early Risers-FH 

9 am- Yoga (rain) 

 

9 

   

10 11 12 
 

13 14 15 
9:30 am –Worship- 
On-site & Facebook 
live-stream  
https://www.facebook. 
com/HCCUCC/ 
 
 

  

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

7 pm-Concert on the 
Green – (Vitality & 
Men’s Group) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 Tops 5:30 pm - library 

 

 
7 am—Early Risers-FH 

9 am- Yoga (rain) 

 

16  17 18 19 20 21 22 

9:30 am –Worship- 
On-site & Facebook 
live-stream 
https://www.facebook. 
com/HCCUCC/ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Spooner House 
Meal 

Rev. Lucille Back 

7 pm-Concert on the 
Green – (Vitality & 
Men’s Group) 

 

 
 
Tops 5:30 pm - library 

 
 

 

7 am—Early Risers-FH 

9 am- Yoga (rain) 

 

23 24 25 26 27 
 

 

 

 

28 29 
9:30 am –Worship- 
On-site & Facebook 
live-stream 
https://www.facebook. 
com/HCCUCC/ 
 

  

 

7 pm - Diaconate 

7 pm-Concert on the 
Green – (Vitality & 
Men’s Group) 

 

 
 
 
Tops 5:30 pm - library 

  

29 
9:30 am –Worship- 
On-site & Facebook 
live-stream 
https://www.facebook. 
com/HCCUCC/ 
 

31 
 
W.F. Exec Comm 
4 P.M. - library 

     


